
Artists on Tour
Mini Directory

First Nations
& Métis Artists

Artists on Tour travel to schools across BC with their performance or touring 
workshop created specifically for the 2008/09 school year.  Performances 
range from theatre and storytelling to dance, music and circus arts.  All are 
professional artists with history of presentation and proven experience 
performing for, or working with, children and youth.

This Mini-Directory has been created by ArtStarts from a short list of 
performing artists selected by your school district representative. It includes 
all the information that you will need to bring performing artists and groups 
into your school. 

Once you have made your selections on the next page, simply fax or email it 
to ArtStarts. We’ll contact the artists you have selected, schedule their touring 
dates and times, negotiate fees and confirm their availability. 

Fax: 604.683.0501.
Email: bookings@artstarts.com
For more information, please call 1.888.878.7144 or visit :
www.artstarts.com/directory/bookings.html





Kinnie Starr

Kinnie Starr is an MC-singer-youth activist whose 
music has been described as "hip hop aggro groove." 
Starr has toured internationally since 1997 has and 
collaborated with many prominent  musicians. She 
has four albums: “Tidy” (1997), “Tune Up” (2000), 
“Sun Again” (2003) and “Anything” (2006) and was 
nominated for the Juno Award for New Artist of the 
Year in 2004. Starr is vocal about her Aboriginal 
heritage both in her music and her life. She also 
mentors emerging native musicians in week-long 
workshops each year in Manitoba and at Vancouver 
Community College in Vancouver.

Kinnie will perform her trademark mixture of hip 
hop, punk pop tunes. Many of her songs contain 
references to her Aboriginal heritage, and she speaks 
openly about the dangers of sexism in popular 
culture and media. She is especially interested in 
touring northern and First Nations communities. She 
is also available for afternoon music workshops with 
Aboriginal youth, where she visits classrooms for 
more intimate short sets and Q&A sessions about 
poetry, songwriting and touring.

Format Concert
Grades Intermediate to secondary
Duration 45 min + 15 min Q&A
Capacity 600+
# in group 1
Homebase Vancouver
Fee $750–$850
Showcase(s) 2007
Website www.kinniestarr.com

Discipline Music

Red Sky Performance

Renowned for artistry and innovation, Red Sky is a 
dynamic company shaping contemporary Aboriginal 
performance in  dance, theatre and music for young, 
family and adult audiences. Now entering its 8th 
year, Red Sky has performed to over 150,000 young 
people and their families throughout Canada, U.S. 
and Australia.

This play is about Raven, a fabulous and magical 
creature of impulse and curiosity, who is obsessed by 
three mysterious boxes. A Chief, living alone in the 
forest with his beautiful daughter, has locked away 
the stars, the moon and the sun, plunging the world 
into perpetual darkness. Raven hatches a brilliant 
scheme for stealing the stars, the moon and the sun 
and ends up bringing light to the people of the 
world. Directed by Sandra Laronde and written by 
Drew Hayden Taylor based on a traditional Tlingit 
story as recounted by Sháa Tláa Maria Williams.

Title "Raven Stole the Sun"
Grades Primary to middle/junior
Duration 45 min. + Q&A
Capacity 400
# in group 4
Homebase Ontario
Fee $850
Showcase(s) 2006, 2009
Website www.redskyperformance.com

Discipline Theatre
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Teddy Anderson

Teddy Anderson, who has been adopted into the 
Tlingit Tribe as a crow Indian, is a hoop dancer who 
began his training at 15 under the guidance of native 
Saulteaux Scott Ward. As Teddy discovered his 
passion for the hoop dance, he explored it as he 
traveled around the world sharing his gift with 
others. His hope is that his message will inspire 
individuals to build peace in the world. He has 
presented his hoop dances at numerous schools in 
BC, and has performed across the world from Africa 
to Asia, the islands of the Pacific to community 
centres in Holland.

Teddy’s dance consists of 30 hoops that are colored 
red, black, white and yellow. These four colours 
represent the four elements, four winds and four 
corners of the earth and four races of the world. As 
the hoops interconnect with each other forming 
signs of nature such as trees, butterflies and eagles, a 
story of transformation appears: the story of the 
oneness of humanity. By combining the traditional 
native hoop with a 21st century message, Teddy 
spreads an inspirational message of unity.

Title "Hoop Dancing"
Grades Primary to middle/junior
Duration 45 min.
Capacity 600
# in group 1
Homebase Victoria
Fee $450–$600
Showcase(s) First Showcase 2009
Website www.hoopdanceproductions.com

Discipline Dance
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Performance Booking Request 

 
Individual School bookings fee: $30 for the first event plus $15 for each subsequent event up  
                                                                      to a maximum of $125. 
  
School District block bookings fee: $30 for the first event plus $10 for each event by that same   
                   artist up to a maximum of $125 per artist. 

 
School:                                                                                                  School District: 
Email: 
Contact:                                                                                                Signature: 

* Please list first choices ONLY *
Artist(s) / Group

 
Audience

 
         Cost

 

If booking a play, please include the title. Audience Size Grades levels Artist Fees 

    

    

    

    

    

   
Your school’s bell schedule 

AM start 
 
 

AM recess Lunch Start PM PM recess End of day 

* Please list dates that are NOT suitable for artists’ events (Pro-D, photo days, sports days, etc.) * 
 
 

 
      * If you PREFER a particular day of the week or time of day provide that information below * 
                                                                                                                                         
             MON              TUE             WED              THU              FRI                             |                         AM                PM 
 

 
I, hereby approve the booking of the Artist(s) / Group requested above ___________________________ 
               Please sign here 

 
Please fax or email the completed Booking Request to ArtStarts at: 

Fax: 604.683.0501 | Email: bookings@artstarts.com 
Questions? Call 1.888.878.7144 

 
Many tours will sell out early. For best artist availability, please return your booking request by: 
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Anastasia Hendry

Anastasia Hendry is a member of the Haida First 
Nation. Born in the village of Old Masset on Haida 
Gwaii, she learned and trained in her art in the 
traditional way, from her grandmother, mother, 
sisters, brothers and many other family members. 
Her art forms are diverse and include button 
blankets, drums, rattles, tapestries as well as simple 
beaded jewelry, Northwest Coast (Haida) textile art, 
leather and drawing. Anastasia has worked for over 
ten years with many BC school districts. She has also 
exhibited her work in art galleries, museums, trade 
shows, pow wows and First Nations gatherings.

In schools, Anastasia gives cultural presentations, arts 
and crafts demonstrations and instruction. Working 
with children and teachers brings joy to Anastasia as 
she endeavors to share her culture and craft while 
breaking down stereotypes and misconceptions 
about First Nations and their art.

Discipline	 Visual Arts
Grades	 Primary to Middle/Junior
Homebase	 Vancouver
Website	 www.yuklaanas.com
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Chris Paul

Chris Paul is from the Tsartlip reserve near 
Brentwood Bay and specializes in traditional and 
contemporary Coast Salish design and printmaking 
on fabric, drums, wood, glass and silver. He studied 
at Ksan, a native art school in Hazelton and spent 
an intense two-year apprenticeship with renowned 
artist Roy Henry Vickers.  His commissions include a 
large panel carving with Roy Henry Vickers for the 
Vancouver International Airport, numerous logo 
designs, and most recently, his print, Liam Bear, was 
seen on the ABC’s drama Grey’s Anatomy. He teaches 
First Nations Art, Graphics, Leadership, and Culture 
program at Royal Roads Annex and has worked on 
numerous residencies with students. 

Chris guides students of all ages in design basics to 
more complex projects in printmaking and textile 
painting. He instills a sense of the central place of the 
arts in Northwest coast First Nations cultures and, by 
extension, the students’ own lives.

Discipline	 Visual Arts
Grades	 Primary to Secondary
Homebase	 Brentwood Bay
Website	 www.chrispaul.ca

 

David Tremblay

David Tremblay’s work examines issues of 
identity, culture, and First Nations history. His art 
encompasses a variety of forms including drawing, 
acrylic painting, pottery, sculpture, and photography 
and is strongly influenced by his aboriginal culture. 
His recurring themes include family, social issues, 
residential schools, colonialism, nature, and 
spirituality.

Working primarily in painting and collage, 
David brings a unique perspective to students’ 
understanding of First Nations art, culture and 
history. David worked on a residency at Aberdeen 
Elementary School in Kamloops that explored these 
themes.

Discipline	 Visual Arts
Grades	 Intermediate to 			 
	 Secondary
Homebase	 Kamloops

 

A
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Sonny Assu

Since completing his BFA from Emily Carr Institute 
of Art + Design in 2002, Sonny has been exhibiting 
his work nationally and internationally. His work 
investigates constructions of identity and challenges 
the notion of tradition. A member of the Wei Wai 
Kai (Cape Mudge) band from the Laich-kwil-tach 
nation, Sonny appropriates the imagery and symbols 
associated with popular culture and commercial 
advertising and combines them with the style and 
form of the Pacific Coastal First Nations. In 2007, 
he teamed with students from his high school 
alma mater on a site-specific piece to be displayed 
in the ArtStarts’ gallery. The work explores how 
branding and identity affects traditional, popular and 
contemporary culture.

Sonny works with high school students on projects 
of particular relevance to teenagers:  the search for 
identity in a branded, media-saturated society. He 
works with students to investigate popular culture 
and identity using a variety of mediums such as 
sculpture, photography and textiles.

Discipline	 Visual Arts
Grades	 Secondary
Homebase	 Vancouver
Website	 http://say2k.tv/

 

George Littlechild

Known for creating culturally rich imagery, George 
Littlechild is recognized as one of the foremost First 
Nations artists working in Canada today. His work 
is charged with energy and color; it speaks from 
the heart, the social and the political (including 
the reserve and residential school system). He has 
exhibited in numerous solo group exhibitions in 
Canada, the US, Japan and Germany. He is the 
author/illustrator of five children’s books including 
This Land is My Land. He holds a BA in fine arts from 
the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design in Halifax 
and is affiliated with the Plains Cree Tribe.

In George’s workshops, students explore their 
creative artistic side. They learn and experience 
the ability to connect to their spiritual / creative / 
intuitive side. Numerous art works are explored and 
a variety of mediums are used. The result is very 
powerful and often contains a strong element of 
surprise.

Discipline	 Visual Arts
Grades	 Intermediate to 			 
Secondary
Homebase	 Victoria
Website	 www.georgelittlechild.com

A
rtists in the Classroom
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Warren Adams Tait

Warren Adams Tait is a Nisga’a artist who specializes 
in carving, design and jewelry-making in the Nisga’a 
tradition. He studied at the K’san School of Native 
Art in Hazelton and worked under noted carvers 
Walter Harris, Ken Mowatt and Earl Muldon. His 
wood carvings have appeared in the Orca Gallery in 
Chicago, the Bay of Spirits Gallery in Toronto and the 
Doug Reynolds Gallery in Vancouver. He lives in New 
Aiyansh where he designs and produces carvings 
and jewelry that reflect Nisga’a folklore, legends and 
spirituality.

Warren teaches and mentors students in Nisga’a 
wood carving, metal engraving, drawing and 
painting. He also helps heighten students’ cultural 
awareness of their unique Nisga’a heritage and 
opens the door to the possibilities of working as 
artists or craftspeople in their community.

Discipline	 Visual Arts
Grades	 Primary to Secondary
Homebase	 New Aiyansh
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